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REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
 

 Robert Thomson 
President of The Friends of 
The Johnston Collection  

It is a great honour to be President of The Friends, 
particularly as I am conscious of the calibre of the people 
who have preceded me. I am thoroughly enjoying the role. 
We have a wonderful committee and I can confidently say 
with the support of members we will go from strength to 
strength. This is a special year for us, as it is the 10th 
Anniversary of The Friends.  We look forward to celebrating 
our Anniversary with Friends old and new. 
 
We had a fascinating evening in May as guests of Sothebyôs. 
Many items were from the estate of the late Edwina Baillieu 
(née Hordern) and it was obvious from what she collected 
that she was a woman of great style. It is a privilege to be at 
Sothebyôs, they are so hospitable and everything is beautifully 
arranged.  
 
 Our next event was at John Dunn Antiques. It was a freezing night, but we still had a ñfull 
houseò buoyed by Heather Martinôs delicious food and excellent wine. Dunnôs business is 
a magnificent antique shop, one would not see better anywhere: two floors of exquisite 
furniture and delightful decorative pieces. Francis Dunn, the principal, and his business 
partner Ken Wharton were great hosts and thrilled us all with their enthusiasm.  
 
These two evenings are exactly the sort of occasions we love and we certainly look forward 
to many more in a similar vein in the future.  All proceeds from these functions go 
towards special projects, such as restoration of a specified Collection piece, or the 
purchase of additional objects or items for the Collection. An example of the latter was 
the recent purchase of a first class camera to record the entire Collection and events. 
 
Looking ahead, the Friends AGM will be held on 26 August 2009 at an extremely 
handsome house in East Melbourne, where Maureen McKeon will speak about her new 
book. This is a wonderful opportunity for members to mingle with a glass of bubbles 
when the formalities are concluded. On 8 October we will explore a beautiful house in 
Toorak with an exciting art collection and interesting gardens. On 2 December, a 
Wednesday, is the Friends Christmas Party, to be held in my house in South Yarra. Hugh 
Ratten and I are banking on a balmy evening so you can wander about the house and 
drift into the garden. 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

Many tributes have been given following the death of 
our former Director, Nina Stanton, and I would just 
like to say once more how much she was revered and 
such an inspiration to all of us at the Friends. May I 
say personally it was Ninaôs enthusiasm and strong 
personality that brought me to the Friends. She also 
gave me the privilege of totally re-arranging the 
Collection as a guest designer and then again after the 
refurbishment of the house.  
 
Please do not forget that we love to hear your ideas for 
Friends events, and look forward to you and your 
friends continuing to support our wonderful House Museum that is admired by visitors 
from all over the world. I hope to see you all soon. 
 
Robert Thomson SIDA 
President 

Nina Stanton (1948 - 2009) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

The Friends of The Johnston 
Collection AGM 

Wednesday 26 August 2009 
 (details to follow) 

 
Î 
 

House Visit - Toorak 
Thursday 8 October 2009 

(details to follow) 
 
Î 
 

10th Anniversary Christmas 
Party Celebration  

Wednesday 2 December 2009 
(details to follow) 

 
Î 
 

At Home in a Georgian House 
The Johnston Collection 

House Tour 
5 August ï 21 October 2009 

 
Î 
 

From Chawton to Pemberley:   
A journey through the 

decorative arts with Jane 
Austen 

The Johnston Collection  
Gallery Experience  

5 August ï 21 October 2009 
 
Î 
 

We Three Kings of  
Orient Are: 

Christmas at The Johnston 
Collection House Tour 

4 November 2009 - 26 February 
2010 

 
Î 
 

Watch our website for details 
for upcoming events 

 
www.johnstoncollection.org 

 
Î 

A NOTE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN, Peter Watts AM 
  

organisation. Our new Director, Louis le Vaillant, has picked up the reins and is now in 
his stride and we are all enjoying working with him. 
 
For those who do not know me, I am an architect and landscape architect but have spent 
most of my career as a museum director, most particularly as Director of the Historic 
Houses Trust of NSW. I am a Victorian, however, having been born, educated and begun 
my working career in Victoria. Now retired, I spend significant time in Victoria. I wear a 
number of other hats including Chair of the National Arts School; Member of the 
Official Establishments Trust; and Trustee of the Bundanon Trust. I look forward to 
meeting you all in the coming months. 
 
Peter Watts AM 
Chairman 
The WR Johnston Trust 

I was very honoured to be elected Chairman 
of The WR Johnston Trust when Rodney 
Davidson retired in March. We honoured 
Rodney's enormous contribution at a 
reception in late April. Representatives of the 
entire Johnston Collection family were 
present to join in the tributes. Rodney has 
graciously accepted a new role as our Patron.  
 
We have a relatively new group of Trustees 
with the appointment of Graeme Blackman, 
Peter Walsh and myself as Trustees. We will 
be relying on our fourth Trustee, Tom Hazell, 
to provide continuity and corporate 
knowledge. 
 
The time of these changes was tinged with 
great sadness with the advancing illness, and 
subsequent death, of our previous Director, 
Nina Stanton. The whole Johnston 
Collection family, quietly and generously, 
provided Nina with all the support she 
needed in her last months and I am 
immensely proud to be part of such a caring 

Peter Watts AM  
Chairman of The WR Johnston Trust 

 



 

 

 

 
 

really grateful to the private collectors who have provided special works for the show. 
 
We Three Kings of Orient Are : Christmas at The Johnston Collection is imminent and weôre off 
to see the progress of the Geelong makers. Itôs an exciting visit to see what their 
interpretations of The Collection and Mr Johnston are. Theyôre already quite different 
from last year and this is what we have come to look forward to from each region that is 
involved. 
 
The new programme presents a further range of talks with a series of topics and interests. 
Thereôs a number of Jane Austen talks to coincide with the House and Gallery as well as 
Lise Rodgersô two presentations. Weôve introduced a number of new speakers to the series 
who I hope you will support. Their fascinating topics include the wonderfully titled The 
Secret Life of Objects: Merryweatherôs Prognosticator and the Hand of Glory. Another major 
Melbourne collector will be considered in Portrait of a Collector: John Twycross & the 
Melbourne Exhibition Collection. It will be fascinating snapshot of late 19th century taste and 
style. Once again, I do hope you come and enjoy the next Tour, Gallery Experience or 
Double programme options. All will be fascinating and inspirational. 
 
Louis Le Vaillant 
Director / Curator, The Johnston Collection 
 

Louis Le Vaillant 
Director / Curator 

A PRIVATE VIEWING OF JOHN DUNN ANTIQUES 
Tuesday 9 June 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOP LEFT: Robert Thomson (President, The Friends of The Johnston Collection), Louis Le Vaillant (Director, The 
Johnston Collection), James Farrell   TOP RIGHT : Olivia Gill (Assistant Curator, The Johnston Collection), Paddy Leach, 

Lisa Arrowsmith  BELOW LEFT: Sue Logie-Smith, Helen Silvasich    RIGHT : Anita Simon, Sylvia Black, Mark Weller 

 

THE JOHNSTON COLLECTION  

REFERENCE LIBRARY 
 

incorporating 
 

The Copland Decorative Arts 
Library  

&  
The Davidson Fine Arts Library 

 
One of the benefits of being a 

Friend of The Johnston 
Collection is being able to 

access The Johnston Collection 
Reference Library.  

 
Please contact The Johnston 

Collection for further 
information or to make an 

appointment. 
 

(03) 9416 2515 
wrjohnston@bigpond.com 

 
Î 
 

The Johnston Collection is 
currently looking for back issues 

of Apollo (International 
Magazine for Collectors) for 

The Johnston Collection 
Reference Library.  

 
If anyone has any issues they are 
willing to donate please contact 

The Johnston Collection.  
 
Î 
 

LOOK OUT FOR OUR 
NEXT NEWSLETTER 

 
Î 
 

 A SPECIAL ISSUE 
CELEBRATING THE 
10TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE FRIENDS OF 

THE JOHNSTON 
COLLECTION 

 
Î 
 

 

DIRECTORôS DESK  
 
We are all saddened by the recent death of the previous 
Director, Nina Stanton. At this small distance of time I 
remember Ninaôs Celebration was, sometimes, direct and 
surprising, uplifting, generous and enlightening - everything 
about Nina that she was loved and respected for. Nina leaves 
such a remarkable legacy from so many facets of her life 
which will continue. 
 
The forthcoming Gallery Experience From Chawton to 
Pemberley: a journey through the decorative arts with Jane Austen 
will coincide with the At Home in a Georgian House Tour 
which commences in August. Olivia Gill has developed the 
show and Robyn Ives is leading the Guide training. Weôre  
 



 

 

 

 
 

ñShe has found it to be a 
positive, rewarding experience 
working with the other guides, 

staff and visitors.ò 

ñMr Johnston bequeathed 
these objects to the nation 

and it was a privilege for me 
to re arrange them.ò 

VALE - Nigel Morgan (1938 ï 2008) 
 
The Committee of The Friends of The Johnston 
Collection wish to acknowledge with thanks the 
contribution of Nigel Morgan AOM (1938 ï 
2008), Porcelain Adviser and Friend to The 
Johnston Collection. The delightful exhibition, 
An Astonishing Revolution: Porcelain 1640 ï 1840, 
guest curated by Robyn Ives, is dedicated to the 
memory of the late Nigel Morgan. He will be 
missed.  
 

The ñhouse museumò truly is a unique genre of museum, and like many Friends of the Johnston Collection, I 
seek out interesting house museums wherever I travel. I am always intrigued by the history of the house itself, 

the stories of those who lived there and the precious and unique items on display. Here is the first in a series of 
articles on international house museums guaranteed to delight visiting Friends. 

 

MUSÉE NISSIM DE CAMONDO, PARIS 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

We would like to welcome the 
following new members to The 

Friends of The Johnston 
Collection 

 
Denise Blackwell 
Warren Blackwell 

Prof. Joel & Aviva Bornstein 
Christina Cadariq 
Caroline Cockram 
Janene Dethridge 

Diana Dougall 
Anthony Drever-Heywood 
Margaret (Pinky) English 

Bridget Evans 
Vicki Garrison 

Natalie Handsjuk 
Pamela Hartmann 
Elizabeth Isaacs 

Katherine Kovacic 
Myrna Montague 
Valerie Robinson 

Suzy Rowland  
Jennifer Thomson 
Bruce Trethowan 

Kerry Viksne 
Hugh & Jackie Wallace 

 
Î 
 

Count Möise De Camondo (1860-1935), heir 
to a family of art patrons and Jewish bankers 
in Constantinople, was a methodical collector 
of 18th century works. Möise had the means 
and patience to seek out only the finest 
examples of fine furniture and artworks, and 
had a mansion (modelled on the Petit 
Trianon at Versailles) designed to house his 
collection in Paris. Mºise was ñan elegant man 
and sportsman, he owned a yacht, 
travelledéwas an automobile enthusiastò.1 His 
connections, wealth, and perfectionist 
approach meant collecting was a serious and 
passionate pursuit. His story is a history of 
taste, consumption, collecting and interior 
decoration.2 
 
Following the tragic wartime loss of his 
twenty-five year old son, Nissim, in 1917, 
Möise, made it his lifeôs work to perfect a 
magnificent group of objects to be bequeathed 
to the French nation and named in his sonôs 
honour. in his sonôs honour. Mºiseôs will left precise and detailed descriptions on the conservation 
of pieces, upkeep of the mansion, and the functioning of the museum as an eighteenth-
century artistic residence. Prior to his death in 1935, he maintained rooms in the 
mansion as he wished them to be displayed in perpetuity, and lived privately and more 
simply in the smaller rooms.  
 
The mansion overlooks formal topiary gardens, with views of the Parc Monceau, one of 
the most elegant public gardens in Paris. An excellent audio tour in English is available 
(with detailed descriptions of many specific objects). Delightful local shops, wonderful 
pastries and elegant boulevards reward the visitor to this lush corner of the 8th 
arrondissement. 
 
Musée Nissim de Camondo, 63 rue de Monceau 75008 Paris www.lesartsdecoratifs.fr 
Metro stations: Villiers or Monceau. (Museum closed Mondays and Tuesdays) 
 
1. Metternich, A. (Ed), (2005). Connaissance des Arts, ñMus®e Nissim de Camondoò (Special Issue). Paris: Soci®t® Francaise de Promotion 
Artistique, p. 7. 
2. Shirley, P. (2008) Rothschilds of the East, Apollo. Retrieved 30th June, 2009 from http://www.apollo-
magazine.com/reviews/books/3032656/rothschilds-of-the-east.thtml 
See also: De Gary, M.(Ed.). (2008). The Camondo legacy: the passions of a Paris Collector. London: Thames & Hudson.  

 
Louise Box 
 

The Great Study ï Oak panelling is hung 
with Aubusson tapestries, and the furniture 

includes items originally from Versailles 

Nigel Morgan 
Photographer ï Sonia Payes 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
Would you like to volunteer 

for the Christmas Shop?  
If you have some retail 

experience please contact us.   


